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Abstract

THE JAPANESE AND KOREAN PRESS COVERAGE ON MARIA
KivM's KOREAN PATRIOTIC WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION
INCIDENT IN 1919

YANG HYUNHYE (YANG, HYUN HYE)

This article examines how the Japanese and Korean societies in late 1910s
and early 1920s understood the rise of the Korean female nationalist
movement led by Maria Kim (1891-1944) and Korean Patriotic Women’s
Association (KPWA). The main primary sources of this article are the
contemporary newspaper articles such as Kokumin shinbun, Tokyo Asahi
shimbun, Yorozu ChOhO, Miyako shinbun, and Yomiuri shimbun in Japan
and Maeil shinbo, Chosun Ilbo, Dong-A Ilbo, Toklip shinmun, Sinhan
minbo in Korea. By analyzing these newspaper reports on the KPWA
incident in 1919, this article argues that it was only after the incident
that the Japanese society started to, at least implicitly, regard the Korean
women as political agents who could participate in the anti-Japanese
independence movement. It also insists that the KPWA incident and the
leadership of Maria Kim encouraged the colonial Korean society to
incorporate the women in its imagining of Korean nationalism. Although
many Koreans was still thinking that the nationalist independence movement
should be guided by male elites leaders, it was clear to them that Maria

Kim and her colleagues emerged as the powerful symbol of the confluence
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of feminist movement and Korean nationalism.

Key Words : Maria Kim (1891-1944), Korean Patriotic Women’s Association, The March

First Movement, Korean women’s independence movement, Korean nationalism
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